ISLAND OF BALI

number of sculptors in Bali. Domestic architecture is simply of
wood and thatch with secondary walls, undecorated for the most
part, and is the concern of carpenters and thatch-workers. For-
merly the vassals of the feudal princes built great palaces for
them, many of which are still among the finest examples of Bali-
nese architecture, but today the artistic activity of the people
goes into the care of their places of worship and other communal
buildings, still erected and repaired with great intensity.

In Bali there is no special class of architects, and the sculptors
are in charge of designing, directing, and even working them-
selves in the construction of a temple, assisted by a number of
stone- and brick-workers. A master carver should be able to plan
beautiful gates, which are the most important examples of Bali-
nese architecture. In Mas, a village of Brahmanas, we saw once
an architectural drawing, rather resembling our architectural proj-
ects, for a temple gate to be erected in the village. The drawing
was made by Ida Bagus Ktut, carver, actor, and musician, mem-
ber of a whole family of artists; the position and shape of the
stones and the carvings on what was to be in sandstone were
drawn in great detail on European paper with black ink, with
the parts to be made of brick painted red. I believe, however,
that this drawing was exceptional, and usually the work is started
without a drawn plan. For the making of the great towers for
cremation, for example, the master builder simply has the de-
sign and the proportions already worked out, as the Balinese say,
"inhis belly."

The only stone to be found in the island is a soft sandstone, a
conglomerate of volcanic ash called paras, quarried on the banks
of rivers. The stone appears to be softer when freshly taken from
the ground and becomes harder with time under favourable con-
ditions. Dr. Stutterheim claims that the stone was protected in
old times by a coating of cement, but I had no occasion to verify
this and I never found evidence of such cement being used by the
present-day Balinese. It is perhaps the softness of this, the only
stone in Bali, that is responsible for the over-intricate art of the